






























�',IDAHO
HUMANITIES 

COUNCIL 

Ardinger House 
217 West State Street I Boise, ID 83702 

Change Ser1Jice Requested: 
Time for a change? Please let us know by checking the 
appropriate box below and returning with your label: 

D Name misspelled D Contact person changed 

D Wrong address D Received more than one 
D Remove from mailing list 

---1 what are 
you reading? 

l---
In each issue of Idaho Humanities, a couple of readers tell us what they've been reading and what they recommend. 
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Reader: Meg Lojek 

Occupation: Library Director, 
McCall Public Library, McCall 

Book: Lab Girl by Hope Jahren 

Hope Jahren thinks everyone has 
a special tree they can remember 
in exquisite detail from their 
childhood (I do). The difference 

with Jahren is that her fascination with trees never waned. 
This memoir shows how she persevered to establish herself 
as a premier gee-biologist --even when she faced extreme 
challenges from a male-dominated world and from her own 
internal struggles with manic depression. She draws subtle 
conclusions between the plants and the people in her life. 
Both are developing, struggling to survive, adapting, but the 
metaphor isn't heavy-handed. 

I found this book to be beautifully written and a unique 
intersection of the humanities and the sciences. I finished 
Lab Girl with a newfound appreciation of trees as beautiful, 
complex systems. Jahren's heartfelt descriptions of 
organisms that survive and even thrive in harsh climates by 
knowing when to withdraw and reserve-- and when to reach 
for the sunlight-- put the wonder back into biology for me. 
Trees have a lot to teach us. 
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Reader: Kenton Bird 

Occupation: Associate Professor, 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Media, University of Idaho, 
Moscow 

Book: A Pilgrimage to Eternity: 
From Canterbury to Rome in 
Search of a Faith by Timothy Egan 

Idaho readers may be familiar with Timothy Egan's far­
reaching history of the 1910 forest fires (The Big Burn, 2010) 
or his earlier saga about the Dust Bowl and how it affected 
a generation of Americans (The Worst Hard Time, 2006). 
Egan's latest book, A Pilgrimage to Eternity, is the story of a 
spiritual quest and a personal journey. It begins at Canterbury 
Cathedral in England and finishes in Vatican City. In between, 
Egan visits monasteries, libraries and shrines as he explores 
firsthand the history of Christianity in Europe. Traveling mostly 
alone (later joined by family members) and on foot (though 
occasionally by train or car), Egan seeks to discover what he 
believes through encounters with the sacred. It's an inspiring 
and informative book from a Pulitzer prize-winning reporter 
and New York Times columnist who grew up in Spokane. 


