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The vibrant music already filled the Potlatch WI&M 
Railway Depot freight room when we entered. A 
large crowd listened intently to the young country 
musician named Blaine Ross  croon about the 
cowpoke life, a fitting accompaniment to the rustic 
freight room, music echoing off the weathered wood 
walls and open beams. Neat rows of folded chairs 
flanked a center aisle, and making way to my seat, 
I noted—with anticipation—a plentiful array of 
cookies and fresh coffee in the back.

I had traveled from Twin Falls to Potlatch, which sits 18 miles north of Moscow along the 
Palouse River. Sharing the journey with David Pettyjohn, the IHC Executive Director, and 
Jessica Evett, IHC Development and Communications O�cer—and graciously joined by 
two other board members, Stephan Flores and Dulce Kersting-Lark—we were there to 
celebrate the achievements of the Potlatch Historical Society. We had also come to help 
present the Sister Alfreda Elsensohn Award 

According to Sister Alfreda Elsensohn, founder of the Historical Museum at St. Gertrude 
in Cottonwood and the award’s namesake, “A museum is a bridge which links the 
present with the past.” The Potlatch Historical Society has found a remarkable way of 
accomplishing this bridgework, through making the past dynamic and integral to their 
present community, once a company town for Potlatch Forest, Incorporated. Today, the 
impressive and stately Railway Depot houses an array of small businesses, a museum, 
and The Blackbird at the Depot gift shop, filled with WI&M, Potlatch, and Idaho themed 
memorabilia. The depot’s second floor sees dedicated rooms for storing and displaying 
the Potlatch Historical Society archives, a digital collection with over 2,600 photographs 
depicting life in Potlatch from 1861 to 2022, with a large selection of printed photographs 
in books for curious patrons. 

My short time in Potlatch was memorable, made so by the enthusiasm exhibited by the 
award event attendees. Joy was palpable, and the energy animated. I was so pleased 
to have made the trip and been provided the opportunity to meet with this deservedly 
proud community.

Part of the Idaho Humanities Council’s work is keeping the history, culture, and stories 
of Idaho alive while helping shepherd them into the present. The Potlatch Historical 
Society is a stellar example of an organization doing the work of bridging the past with 
the present, and the IHC is proud to have played a part in acknowledging their success. 

from the Chair
SHELLEY McEUEN-HOWARD

You may have noticed a new logo on the cover of this newsletter.  No, we haven’t 
rebranded. Instead, we modified our logo to recognize our 50th anniversary.  It’s a simple 
change that reflects a half century of championing the humanities in the Gem State.

A logo revision isn’t the only recognition, however.  In the rest of 2023 IHC will look back 
on our past 50 years by highlighting our successes, recording our history in the words of 
our founders, and hosting a celebration (more on that in the newsletter). Although this is 
an important part of any anniversary, most of our focus will be on our next 50 years. IHC 
board and staff has been  conducting listening sessions across the state and virtually to 
learn more about the issues facing Idahoans in 2023 and how our programming can best 
address them. Idaho 2023 is very different from Idaho 1973 and we want to hear directly 
from you about how our next 50 years should be.

We have a survey link in this edition, and we hope you’ll take a few minutes of your day 
to share your thoughts.

from the Director
DAVID PETTYJOHN
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award

POTLATCH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

RECEIVES STATE’S HIGHEST HONOR FOR MUSEUMS,

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, AND INTERPRETIVE ORGANIZATIONS
 

Potlatch Historical Society, Potlatch Idaho, receives the Sister Alfreda Elsensohn Award for its outstanding work.

 

Given annually by the Idaho Humanities Council and Idaho State Historical Society (ISHS), 

the Sister Alfreda recognition includes a $10,000 award to be used by the awarded museum, 

historical society, or interpretive organization to continue its educational efforts.

The award is named for Sister Alfreda Elsensohn, who founded the Historical Museum at St. 

Gertrude in the 1930s. Sister Alfreda, one of Idaho’s outstanding historians, sought to collect, 

preserve, and interpret artifacts from Idaho County and the surrounding area to better 

educate the public. “A museum is a bridge which links the present with the past,” she said. It 

is her vision of Idaho museums as exciting, interactive, and educational institutions that the 

award seeks to recognize by honoring one outstanding Idaho museum each year.

“The Idaho State Historical Society engages communities by building upon shared experiences to inspire further action in preserving and 

sharing Idaho’s history,” noted ISHS Executive Director Janet Gallimore. “To help meet that goal, the Idaho State Historical Society and 

Idaho Humanities Council recognizes organizations throughout the state that are thoughtfully and conscientiously working on sharing 

their history. The Potlatch Historical Society is well deserving of this award.

“The Idaho Humanities 

Council encourages public 

awareness and understanding 

of history and other humanities 

disciplines,” noted David 

Pettyjohn, Executive Director of 

the Idaho Humanities Council. 

“We are honored to acknowledge 

the Potlatch Historical Society 

with the Sister Alfreda award.”

The Potlatch Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of northern Idaho’s most well-known company town. The 

organization curates a museum in Potlatch City Hall as well as a research room in the WI&M Depot, Room 203.

The Sister Alfreda Elsensohn Award presentation was held, April 29th, 2023, at the WI&M Railway Depot, 185 Sixth Street, Potlatch.

Connect by visiting: Potlatch Historical Society | Potlatch ID | Facebook

IHC and Idaho State Historical Society staff and board present Karen Roehm 
with the Sister Alfreda Elsensohn Award
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  Michael Strickland 

teaches at Boise State University and 

studies at Idaho State University. He is 

the author of several books for children 

and adults. 

I 
have never felt afraid in any 

library. “If I have to spend time in 

purgatory before going to one place 

or the other, I guess I’ll be alright as 

long as there’s a lending library,” wrote 

Stephen King. “When all else fails, give 

up and go to the library. A library is a 

place where you can live a thousand 

lives. So why are you waiting when you 

could be living?”

I grew up in an inner-city area 

where crime, congestion, and other 

distractions ran alongside everything. 

Fear was in the fabric of the situation. 

Walking through housing projects 

and maneuvering around gangs 

of street punks became part of my 

survival kit. But there was an oasis. 

In my hometown, I could go to the 

stacks, wandering through centuries 

of thinkers. Sometimes I would spend 

an hour just looking at shelved books, 

taking in the titles, imagining the 

writers marching words across the 

page one after the other until they 

found their truth.

I often enter a library not knowing 

where I’m headed or how I’m going to 

get there, wherever there turns out to 

be. Libraries have always been like this 

for me, a journey of discovery. It was 

and is exciting — which is exactly how 

any worthwhile journey should be.

The library of my youth had stacks. 

I could rush in and grab our favorite 

books from one of the tall shelves. I 

would then scramble to the history 

section, which was on an elevated 

platform with stairs leading up to it, 

on the far side of the building. Usually, 

no one went up there, and it was like 

a little quiet hiding place. I would feel 

that I was above everyone, that no 

one could tell me anything, and that 

I was someplace else, looking down 

at everyone else from above. I was 

untouchable. 

The library is a place where I didn’t 

have to do anything or say anything. I 

could let my thoughts wander without 

interruption and sit there quietly and 

think. 

In short, I could be myself. 

Today, I still use the library as a 

getaway. While Idaho may not be 

known for ethnic diversity, I can dig 

into my African American roots in a 

quiet room and connect with souls 

past and present. “Access to knowledge 

is the superb, the supreme act of 

truly great civilizations,” wrote Toni 

Morrison.”  Of all the institutions that 

purport to do this, free libraries stand 

virtually alone in accomplishing this.” 

In a country filled with racial, ethnic, 

political, and socioeconomic divides, 

the public library still welcomes 

everyone. They are open spaces 

without judgment about anybody’s 

characteristics. They require nothing 

of their visitors, regardless of their 

background, income, or appearance. 

You can stay all day, use the resources, 

and leave without having to spend a 

penny. They offer books, e-books and 

magazines, job-hunting assistance, 

computer stations, free Wi-Fi, and 

much more. And the library will 

never share or sell your personal data. 

Public libraries provide information 

and education to everyone, regardless 

of their circumstances. They are a 

centerpiece of democratic societies. 

From the serenity of a library reading 

corner, I recently revisited Morrison’s 

novel, Beloved. I had her classic years 

ago, but I quickly discovered that I’d 

forgotten how powerful and unsettling 

it is. I had also forgotten how 

thoroughly Morrison mastered the art 

of time in her fiction, how effortlessly 

she weaves together past and present 

to move her stories forward. This 

mastery is on full display in Beloved. As 

a reader, I was transported to a grim 

past that parallels many of our present 

day evils, and makes me ponder our 

future. As a writer, I found myself 

feature

“Safe Spaces and Time Travel: 
My Library Literary Journey”

By Michael Strickland

Author signing his book Poems That 
Sing to You in 1992
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stopping again and again to marvel at 

her complex layering of time, and to 

make notes on how she accomplished 

it.

Beloved explores the devastating effects 

of slavery, both on those who are 

enslaved and those who escape. The 

novel tells two stories: one that takes 

place in 1873 in Cincinnati, Ohio, and 

one that unfolds through flashbacks to 

the previous eighteen years. The first 

story begins when Paul D, a former 

slave, arrives at Sethe’s house. They 

had both escaped from Sweet Home, 

a Kentucky plantation, eighteen years 

earlier, but they had not seen each 

other since. Paul D had endured a 

di�cult journey to freedom, including 

a stint in a Georgia chain gang. Sethe 

had also faced challenges, including 

giving birth to her daughter Denver on 

the run from Sweet Home.

The flashbacks reveal more about 

Sethe’s past. She was a house slave at 

Sweet Home, and she was repeatedly 

raped by her owner, Mr. Bodwin. 

She eventually escaped with her four 

children, but she was forced to kill her 

infant daughter, Beloved, to prevent 

her from being captured and returned 

to slavery. The novel explores the ways 

in which slavery has scarred Sethe 

and Paul D. They are both haunted by 

their memories of Sweet Home, and 

they struggle to find peace in freedom. 

Sethe is particularly traumatized by 

the loss of Beloved, and she begins 

to see a ghost who she believes is her 

daughter.

Beloved is a powerful and moving 

novel that explores the lasting effects 

of slavery. It is a story of love, loss, and 

“In short, I could be myself.”

Author reading a book with 
his daughter and New York 

Times bestselling author 
Amanda Turner in Boise
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redemption. It is a reminder of the 

importance of fighting for freedom. 

From the comfort of a library chair, 

I engaged this preeminent novel of 

our time and experienced its timeless 

clarity and power.  We are a nation 

with a past of both abominable and 

ennobling circumstances. 

We live in an age of daily mass 

shootings, culture wars and violent 

wars, domestic struggle and tension 

abroad. If Morrison came back to 

life today, she’d feel the power of the 

words French writer Jean-Baptiste 

Alphonse Karr wrote in 1849, “plus 

ça change, plus c’est la même chose 

“ – the more things change, the more 

they stay the same. In these uncertain 

times, surrounding myself with 

thousands of books at the library helps 

me remember that other authors 

have made it through the journey 

successfully and often. Every book 

ever written is a literary proof of a 

crossing: the bridges from tragedy to 

triumph and everything in between. 

When in doubt, I retrace the paths of 

the pioneers, the masters, the literary 

heroes sung and unsung.

In contrast to the ultimate injustice, 

the slavery that is described in 

Beloved, libraries are the primary 

bastions of social justice. And they 

are sorely needed. Even the most 

socially conscious among us struggle 

to fight injustice.  Speaking up or 

acting against discrimination can be 

personally and professionally risky, 

but remaining silent is no better 

than committing the injustice itself.  

Books, libraries and information 

allow us to examine our own biases 

and actions. They give voice to the 

voiceless, allowing us to listen with 

open hearts when others are hurt by 

actions or words. Nonetheless, racism 

and oppression is not the only theme 

that Morrison puts forth in the novel. 

Another theme is self love. Beloved 

teaches us to love ourselves even if 

others don’t. You can not only live a 

happier life, but also inspire the people 

in the community to love themselves as 

well. While the novel contains fanciful 

plot points, such as a ghost haunting 

a house, the novel also allows the 

reader to be reflective on how we view 

ourselves. We can look at the past as 

something that forms who we are in 

the future. It also reminds us to seize 

the day. “Today is always here,’ said 

Sethe. ‘Tomorrow, never.”

The humanities unite us all. We are 

teachers, coaches, parents, brothers, 

sisters, sons, daughters, neighbors, 

friends.  We come into each day 

carrying a mind and heart full of ideas, 

narratives, poems, and books we have 

read.  We are the words we read. The 

message and the messenger are one — 

a single, complete entity. The library is 

my special place. When I need a release 

from the pressures of life, the first 

thing that comes to mind is always the 

library and those stacks, or a reading 

room. There, I can quietly be myself, 

and travel through time to engage 

centuries worth of human beings and 

feature
continued

“The humanities unite 
us all. We are teachers, 
coaches, parents, 
brothers, sisters, sons, 
daughters, neighbors, 
friends.”
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Clockwise from left:

Author Michael Strickland reading “The Aliens 
Are Coming” to schoolchildren

Author shown with his daughter and a friend 
donating a book to a school in Africa.

Below: The spirit of Christmas at a library

their experience. I’m struck by how the people who fear books are the ones 

who have di�culty understanding metaphors and people who don’t fit 

within their own experience. In such scenarios the author is reduced to a 

state of what existentialist John-Paul Sartre called “nothingness.”  As with 

Ralph Ellison’s hero, the writer might say, “I am invisible, understand, 

simply because people refuse to see me.” But fiction is hardly an escape 

from reality. It’s a way of understanding it. This quote from Beloved shines 

a light amidst the darkness of the many recent incidents of book bannings 

across the United States: 

“I got a tree on my back and a haint in my house, and nothing in between 

but the daughter I am holding in my arms,” said Sethe at the suggestion 

that she leave her home because of the ghost.  “No more running—

from nothing, I will never run from another thing on this earth. I took 

one journey and I paid for the ticket.” The sense of self-discovery and 

empowerment gained from her journey presents a view of life as a literary 

masterpiece. Sethe’s past experiences gave her a newfound confidence 

to face any challenge. Beloved inspires me. My life is my essay, my novel, 

my epic poem. Those I encounter discover my parents, my teachers, my 

personal literary past. It is revealed in my choice of words and texts, my 

manner of reading them, my attitude towards them, my eyes as I read 

them. I am the literature. Together, we are the story. 
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Major Grants ($44,000):
 
Malad Valley Welsh Foundation, Malad, received $1,500 
to bring in a variety of speakers and presenters for the 17th 
Annual Malad Valley Welsh Festival. 
 
Trailing of the Sheep Cultural Heritage Center, Hailey, 
received $2,000 to bring a 2022 NEA National Heritage 
Fellow, TahNibaa Naataanii, to present at the Sheep Tales 
Gathering program of the 27th Annual Trailing of the Sheep 
Festival.
 
Boise Art Museum, Boise, received $3,000 to bring in a new 
exhibit, Katazome Today: Migrations of a Japanese Art.
 
Coeur d’Alene Public Library Foundation, Coeur d’Alene, 
received $1,500 to purchase adult fiction, non-fiction, and 
audiobooks in Spanish to better serve the Spanish-speaking 
community in Coeur d’Alene.

 
Kenworthy Performing Arts 
Centre, Moscow, received 
$2,000 to support a silent film 
festival in Moscow. 
 
City of Rexburg, Rexburg, 
received $2,000 to produce a 
15–20-minute documentary 

on the history of the Rexburg Tabernacle. 
 
University of Idaho, Moscow, received $8,000 to support 
the Western Literature Association’s three-day conference 
in October. The conference will take place at the Shoshone-
Bannock Hotel & Casino in Fort Hall.
 
Idaho State University, Pocatello received $1,500 to 
support their Humanities Café program, where faculty and 
the public can exchange ideas.
 
Basque Museum & Cultural Center, Boise, received $2,500 
to bring a traveling exhibit from the Basque Country to 
display at the BMCC for one year. 

 

The Community Library, Ketchum, received $1,000 to host 
a three-day seminar event, titled To Taste Life Twice,  which 
seeks to deepen the community’s understanding of the 
human experience through reading and writing.
 
Friends of Minidoka, Twin Falls, received $8,000 to 
support Nisei Trials - 80 Years. This project will engage 
and educate the public about the Japanese Americans who 
resisted conscription into the United States Armed Forces 
while their families were unconstitutionally incarcerated at 
Minidoka War Relocation Center in Jerome, Idaho during 
WWII. 
 
Boise State University, Boise, received $3,500 to host Idaho 
teachers for a two-day conference. The conference will 
provide Idaho teachers with the opportunity to learn new 
content and perspectives to add to their curricula. 
 
Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, received $3,500 to 
support a variety of keynote and plenary speaker events as 
part of the 2023 American Association for State and Local 
History (AASLH) conference, which will be in Boise.

 
Prairie River Library District, Lapwai, 
received $2,000 to support Everybody 
Reads. This year’s selected book is What 
Comes After by author JoAnne Tompkins. 
Tompkins will travel to the North Idaho 
area for a four-day residency to discuss 
her book with readers throughout the 
region. 
 

Idaho Mythweaver, Sandpoint, received $2,000 to 
produce a podcast series exploring a variety of Nez Perce 
culture, history, art, and storytelling through community 
partnerships. 
 

grants

Idaho Humanities Council Awards $51,141 in 
Major Grants and Action Grants
The Idaho Humanities Council (IHC) awarded $44,000 in grants to organizations and individuals for the Spring 2023 Major 

Grant Round, and $11,141 in Action Grants. Twenty-three awards include fifteen major grants for public humanities programs 

(Winter Major Grant Cycle) and ten Action Grants. The grants were supported in part by funding from the National Endowment 

for the Humanities and the Idaho Humanities Council’s Endowment for Humanities Education.  
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This project celebrated women’s history month by bringing in a 

scholar of the medieval world to present a public guest lecture on 

the work of Hildegard of Bingen and the relevance of her work to 

the broader question of how best to understand women’s history 

as integral to the study of the past.

Hildegard of Bingen (d. 1179) was one of the most influential 

people in twelfth-century Europe. A prolific author, Hildegard is 

known primarily today for her visionary compositions in prose, 

poetry, and music. However, in her own time, she operated at 

the epicenter of political and religious controversy, interacting 

with the most powerful political and religious leaders of the 

twelfth century. The public lecture uses Hildegard’s letters to 

situate her in the context of political and religious upheaval, 

exploring the extent to which Hildegard’s experience was typical 

of women in the High Middle Ages.

Action Grants ($11,141):
 
Idaho Trails Association, Boise, received $1,000 to offer 
history talks during the evening on two ITA volunteer trail 
projects on the Payette National Forest over the summer of 
2023. 
 
White Spring Ranch Museum/Archive Library, Genessee, 
received $1,000 to create laser-printed wooden interpretive 
signs for the White Springs Ranch site in Genesee, Idaho.
 
McCall Arts & Humanities Council, McCall, received $999 
to host a series of discussions at the Central Idaho Historical 
Museum’s Carpenter Shop. 
 
Idaho State University, Pocatello, received $1,000 to 
support a presentation on Ukrainian music as a part of the 
Frank Church Symposium.
 

Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, received $550 to 
present a public guest lecture on the work of Hildegard of 
Bingen and the relevance of her work. 
 
North Idaho College, Coeur d’Alene, received $1,000 to 
show the documentary, Rumble, and host American singer/
performer CeCe Curtis-Cook.
 
Hailey Public Library, Hailey, received $975 for a 3-part 
series with local scholar Ted Dyer that looks under the 
surface of three thematically linked Nick Adams short 
stories. 
 
The Alturas Institute, Idaho Falls, received $1,000 to 
feature both nationally and locally prominent women of 
high achievement in conversation. 

Featured Action Grant: NNU - Women’s History Month Lecture with 
Dr. Lauren Whitnah on Hildegard of Bingen
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IHC OFFERS SPECIAL GEM STATE GRANT OPPORTUNITY IN 2023

Investing $50,000 in Idaho communities 
in honor of the IHC’s 50th anniversary

As just one of the ways IHC is honoring our 50th anniversary, IHC is offering a special funding opportunity 

for the humanities in Idaho called the Gem State Grant. This one-time grant opportunity is designed to 

support Idaho communities as they look to the future. This opportunity will help organizations explore their 

community’s history, its future, and its shared experiences. IHC encourages organizations to achieve these 

goals by focusing on cultural understanding and community engagement. Two organizations will receive 

$10,000 and 6 organizations will receive $5,000, and organizations will not be required to provide match or 

cost share.

IHC announced our Gem State Grant opportunity this summer, and received over 60 letters of intent by the 

August 1st deadline. Applications for the final round will be received by September 1st, with awards selected 

by IHC board members in early November.

The Gem State Grant is being offered in addition to IHC’s regular Fall and Winter major grant cycles, and 

organizations who do not receive a Gem State grant may be able to submit their proposal as a Major Grant 

instead. Projects will take place between November 2023 and October, 2024.
  

Questions? Contact Grants Manager Doug Exton at doug@idahohumanities.org
 or by calling 208-345-5346.

 

As always, our team is available to provide input on your application to ensure it meets with guidelines. 
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IHC’s Research Fellowships are focused on 
supporting humanities research in and on 
Idaho. Topics do not need to focus on Idaho 
to be considered, unless you are a scholar 
living out of state. With a newly increased 
award size of $7,000, the IHC awards up to 
3 Research Fellowships. The application is 
due September 15th, with a decision the first 
week of November.
A scholar for the Research Fellowship is 
considered someone who holds a Master’s 
degree in the humanities fields or a Tribal 
Elder.

Goals of the Research Fellowship include:
• Supporting Idaho’s scholars with 

research
• Promoting the public humanities 

through publications and 
presentations

• Generate new research in the 
humanities

Examples of projects include:
• Travel
• Lodging
• Course releases
• Research costs

UPCOMING GRANT DEADLINES

Idaho nonprofits or government agencies are encouraged to 
apply for funding for humanities work through IHC’s Major 
Grants program. IHC’s Major Grants are focused on supporting 
programs or projects that draw on history, culture, literature, 
and the humanities to ignite conversations with the public. The 
Major Grant is for requests over $1,000, with no current limit 
for request size (average award is $5,000). The IHC requires a 
draft to be submitted one month prior to the final application, 
and currently has two cycles per year.

Fall:
Draft due on August 15th
Final due on September 15th
Decision typically in the first week of November 

Spring:
Draft due on December 15th
Final due on January 15th
Decision typically in the first week of March

Goals of the Major Grants include:
• Exploring the human experience
• Supporting Idaho’s vibrant cultural organizations 

across the state
• Creating conversations between Idahoans

Examples of projects include:
• Exhibits
• Local history projects
• Discussions
• Planning for humanities focused programs
• Discussion programs

Currently, the IHC’s target audience is the out-of-school adult 
public.
Questions? Please email Doug Exton, Grants Manager (doug@
idahohumanities.org)

IHC’s Humanities for All Grants are focused on 
making programs or collections more accessible 
to Idahoans. With an award size of up to $1,000, 
Humanities for All Grants are due at the first of 
each month and have a 2-week waiting period 
for a decision. 

Goals of the Humanities for All Grants include:
• Remove barriers to allow all Idahoans 

to have access to the robust cultural 
heritage of Idaho

• Increase public access to the shared 
human story

• Enhance archival preservation of Idaho 
history

• Common barriers include, but are 
not limited to, language, geography, 
finances, and vision/audio impairment.

Examples of projects include:
• Spanish translation costs
• Archival services
• ASL interpretation
• Digitization costs

IHC’s K-12 Grants are focused on supporting Idaho K-12 teachers 
in a variety of ways. With an award size of up to $1,000, K-12 
Grants are due August 1st,  December 1st, and April 1st. K-12 
Grants have a 2-week waiting period for a decision from the due 
date.

Goals of K-12 Grants include:
• Enhancing humanities education across Idaho
• Supporting Idaho’s K-12 teachers
• Creating opportunities for both curriculum & professional 

development

Examples of projects include:
• Field trips
• Teacher workshops
• Book purchases
• Conference attendance costs

Currently, K-12 grants cannot be used to support programs 
focused specifically on K-12 students.

MAJOR GRANTS

K-12 GRANTS

HUMANITIES FOR ALL GRANTS

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS
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The #1 New York Times bestselling author Daniel James Brown will 
deliver the 18th annual North Idaho Distinguished Humanities Lecture 
on September 8th at 6PM at the Coeur d’Alene Resort. Brown’s Facing 
The Mountain, is a gripping World War II saga of patriotism, highlighting 
the contributions and sacrifices that Japanese immigrants and their 
American-born children made for the sake of the nation. Facing the 
Mountain is an unforgettable chronicle of war-time America and the 
battlefields of Europe. Based on Daniel James Brown’s extensive 
interviews with the families of the protagonists as well as deep 
archival research, it portrays the kaleidoscopic journey of four 
Japanese American families and their sons, who volunteered for 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team and were deployed to France, Germany, and 
Italy, where they were asked to do the near-impossible. 

It is his second New York Times Bestseller and one of NPR’s “Books We Love” of 2021. 
Facing The Mountain is longlisted for the PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld Award for 
Biography and was the Winner of the Christopher Award. 

Brown is also the author of The Boys in the Boat, the #1 New York Times-bestselling 
story about American Olympic triumph in Nazi Germany, now the inspiration for the PBS 
documentary “The Boys of ‘36” and being made into a movie directed by George Clooney 
and Grant Heslov.

Benefactor tickets include admission and an invitation to a special reception at 5:30pm 
with author Daniel James Brown before the lecture where hors d’oeuvres will be served 
along with a cash bar.

Standard tickets include dinner and the lecture. The program begins at 7PM. 
Following the event, there will be a book signing with the author. Copies of 
Daniel James Brown’s books will be available for sale at the event.

*All event plans are subject to change due to COVID.

BEST-SELLING AUTHOR 
DANIEL JAMES BROWN TO 
SPEAK IN COEUR D’ALENE
SEPT. 8, 2023, 7PM  | CDA RESORT

SEPT

8
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2023 marks the 50th anniversary of the Idaho Humanities Council, and you are invited to a special 
IHC 50th birthday event with playwright Samuel D. Hunter. He will discuss his work with Boise 
State professor Dr. Mac Test on September 29th at 7 PM at the SPEC. The event will also feature 

local actors performing scenes from Hunter’s work for the audience, with some time for Q and A. 

Hunter is best known for plays A Bright New Boise, which won the 2011 Obie Award for playwriting, 
and The Whale, which won the 2013 Drama Desk Award and the 2013 Lucille Lortel Award for 
Outstanding Play. A film adaptation of The Whale, written by Hunter and directed by Darren 
Aronofsky, was released in December 2022. A native of Moscow, Idaho, Hunter is the author of 17 
produced plays and the recipient of a 2014 McArthur Fellowship.  

New for 2023, ticket prices will be offered on a sliding scale starting at $5. Tickets 
with suggested ranges are now available for purchase. Benefactor tickets are 
available for a private reception prior to the lectures with Samuel D. Hunter for 
$100.00, with cash bar and heavy hors d’oeuvres.

PLAYWRIGHT SAMUEL D. 
HUNTER TO SPEAK IN BOISE 
SEPT. 29, 2023,  7PM  |  BOISE STATE SPEC 

SEPT

29
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This year, the IHC is reimagining what is possible for our future as we celebrate our 50th anniversary 

and honor our past. In April, we celebrated the voices of indigenous women in the humanities at our 14th 

annual Eastern Idaho Distinguished Lecture with guests Angeline Boulley and NEH Chair Shelly Lowe. Our 

spring event in Eastern Idaho included a switch to a panel format and several interactive opportunities 

centered around imagining better futures for young and old through genuine partnerships with the distinct 

communities around our state. 

IHC brought Ms. Boulley to Fort Hall mere weeks before 
the debut of her highly anticipated new novel, and with the 
popularity of her debut novel Firekeeper’s Daughter there 
was a great deal of excitement for Ms. Boulley’s appearance 
in Eastern Idaho. Boulley writes beautifully about the 
world of a young Ojibwe woman and how she navigates 
challenges by staying close to her Elders and her cultural 
traditions while bravely protecting her community. The 
importance of representation and characters exhibiting 
strength in their culture and humanity were evident in the 
range of ages, backgrounds, and interests found in our 
audiences. 

Boulley was joined on stage by NEH Chair Shelly C. Lowe, 
who timed her first visit to Idaho to match up with IHC’s 
Eastern Idaho Lecture. Lowe is a citizen of the Navajo 
Nation and grew up on the Navajo Reservation in Ganado, 
Arizona. From 2015 to 2021 she served as a member of 
the National Council on the Humanities, the 26-member 
advisory body to NEH, an appointment she received from 
President Obama. She is the first indigenous woman to 
chair the NEH.

The festivities kicked off on Thursday, April 13th, when 
Chair Lowe and Angeline Boulley toured the Chief Taghee 
Elementary Academy in Fort Hall to learn more about their 
Shoshone language immersion program. All were struck by 
the joy and passion of the staff and students at the school. 
Later that afternoon, the College of Arts and Letters at 
Idaho State University hosted a meet and greet for high 
school students.  About 125 high schoolers from across 
the region came to ISU to meet Angeline Boulley and Chair 
Lowe and to discuss telling stories, working hard to achieve 
your goals, and achieving success. 

RECAP:  EASTERN IDAHO DISTINGUISHED 

HUMANITIES LECTURE

Top: Randy L’ Teton, Angeline Boulley, and NEH Chair Shelly C. Lowe 
on stage during a moment taken to honor murdered and missing 
indigenous women

Author Angeline Boulley signs books for area high school students the 
day prior to her talk
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On Friday, April 14th, over 300 attendees gathered at the Shoshone-Bannock Event Center. Guests 
were welcomed by Chairman Nathan Small of the Fort Hall Business Council and Representative Mike 
Simpson. Seymour Eaglespeaker, Kira Murillo, and Raliah Marshall, dancers from the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribe, performed alongside the drum circle Ghost Canyon to begin the festivities. 

Angeline Boulley and Chair Lowe sat down with Randy’L Teton, member of the Idaho Humanities 
Council Board and a Shoshone-Bannock community member, to discuss the themes from Firekeeper’s 
Daughter that address the complex issues indigenous women face including balancing multiple identities, 
combating racism, educating the young, and being empowered through connection to their family 
heritage and culture.  These women graciously shared their personal experiences, wisdom, and joy in 
working in the humanities. The evening concluded with a final drum song to honor the missing and 
murdered indigenous women in Idaho. The audience was invited to hold hands and to unite in their honor. 

Ms. Boulley stayed to sign books for the audience, which were provided by Rediscovered Books in Boise. 
Pre-orders of Ms. Boullley’s new book “Warrior Girl, Unearthed” were made available through a new local 
bookseller in Idaho Falls.

Collaboration and using local vendors for our events is important to IHC, and the shift from Idaho Falls to 
Fort Hall brought with it new opportunities to expand this commitment in Eastern Idaho. Refreshments 
and decorations were provided from members of the Shoshone-Bannock tribe at the tribe’s beautiful 
event center, and tribal leaders graciously participated in many aspects of the event. None of this 
would have been possible without the generous contributions of IHC board member Randy’L Teton. Her 
guidance and leadership were invaluable.

IHC staff is grateful to the members of the Shoshone-Bannock tribe for being such generous partners 
in this event. We are also grateful to our event sponsors for making our Eastern Idaho Distinguished 
Lecture and the inclusion of several new elements possible. 

Hansberger

Foundation

From left: Chairman Nathan Small and Congressman Mike Simpson 
presented and met with community members before and after the event

Author Angeline Boulley signs a copy of Firekeepers Daughter following the 
event
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•  Dr. Ida Meftahi, from Boise State University, joins us in a fascinating conversation about her pioneering work in documenting 
the history of Iranian Dance and her personal journey as a dancer, scholar, and educator.

•  Dr. Ann Campbell, a professor of English Literature from Boise State University, joins us to talk about why Jane Austen is the 
author of our go-to comfort reading and viewing, despite publishing only 6 novels over 200 years ago.  

•  Dr. Nick Underwood, a professor of historian modern Jewish and European history from the College of Idaho joins us to talk 
about the essentials of Jewish history, antisemitism, Idaho’s Jewish history, and the value to all Idahoans of our religious diversity.

•  Arlie Sommer makes media art about and for Idahoans, exploring this place the people who make Idaho unique. She joins us to 
talk about her latest project, a short documentary about an “Idaho Babe.”

•  Dr. Gautum Basu Thakur is the director of the critical theory minor at Boise State University and chair of a new department and 
major- Humanities and Cultural Studies. He joins us to talk about this new program and the value of applying critical theory to 
literature.

Join IHC staff as we talk with scholars, experts, and keepers of knowledge across Idaho’s communities to share what 
they are thinking, writing, and talking about. Context will be your guide as you explore the humanities. 

Visit https://anchor.fm/idahohumanities for links to all the episodes and subscribe. 

Interested in booking 
a speaker for your 
community? Inquiring 
Idaho is open for host site 
applications!

Detailed information on current topics, qualifications 

for speakers, compensation, and host site information 

can be found at www.idahohumanities.org. 

Please contact Debra Schlechte at 208-345-5346 or at 

debra@idahohumanities.org if you have any questions 

about the program.

After a summer break, we’re excited to announce 
several new episodes of IHC’s podcast series 
Context. 
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Remember to send back that envelope...

When you opened this issue of Idaho Humanities you saw the 
donation envelope–please don’t throw it away. Show your support 
for the work of the Idaho Humanities Council today by sending it 
back with your tax-deductible gift enclosed.

The IHC is dependent on donations from our readers, program 
attendees, civic leaders, community activists, and others who 
believe that lifelong learning in the humanities helps build an 
intellectually inquisitive Idaho citizenry. The IHC will put your gift 
to good use funding innovative programming, sparking thought-
provoking conversations, seeking out eye-opening cultural 
experiences, and generating new ideas to bring people together 
around the state.

Return your envelope or make your donation securely online 
at www.idahohumanities.org, and help IHC further the 
humanities in your community today! 

If you’re a longtime supporter, have you considered a recurring 
gift that sparks new ideas and conversation in the Gem State? 
We’ve added a new online giving feature that makes it easier to 
set up a recurring gift with your checking account or credit card 
through our GEM program. Whether it’s monthly, quarterly, 
or yearly, recurring gifts provide a bedrock for humanities 
programming throughout Idaho, from the Panhandle to the Snake 
River Plain. We’ll also be rolling out a special thank you gift for 
our sustaining supporters in our upcoming 50th Anniversary 
newsletter edition (late November). 

Your ongoing support of our mission means so much, and please 
contact Development and Communications O�cer Jessica Evett 
at jessica@idahohumanities.org if you have any questions about a 
recurring gift or a year-end gift to IHC.

Survey says...
Do you have five minutes 
to help shape the future of 
humanities programming in 
the state of Idaho?

As part of our 50th 
Anniversary, IHC has 
been conducting a series 
of in-person and virtual 
“listening tours” to learn 
more about issues facing our 
communities. Now, we want 
to hear from you! 

IHC is conducting an 
online survey throughout 
the month of September. 
Responses are completely 
confidential and will provide 
valuable input on how the 
Council can best respond 
to the most critical issues 
facing Idahoans. 

Survey responses will be 
collected through Sept. 30th. 
Link is available at www.
idahohumanities.org or by 
scanning the QR code.
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Cindy Wilson’s remarkable 33-year teaching career is 
a testament to her unwavering dedication to education 
and civic engagement, inspiring generations of 
students in urban and rural Idaho school districts to 
strive for excellence and become active participants 
in their communities. A trailblazer in her field, she 
pioneered Orofino High School’s involvement in 
the “We the People” national program, empowering 
students to engage in simulated legislative hearings. 
Under her expert guidance, her students secured 
five state-level victories in the competition. Her 
innovative approach to education included organizing 
community round table discussions, political debates, 
and implementing the Citizenship in the 21st 
Century class in the West Ada School District after 
collaborating with the Idaho Human Rights Education 
Center.
 
Committed to civic work, Mrs. Wilson has contributed 
her expertise to the Governor’s Task Force for 
Improving Education (K-12), the Idaho Board of 
Correction under Governor Butch Otter, the Idaho 
Law Foundation, Law Related Education Committee, 
the Idaho YMCA Youth Government State Committee, 
Idaho Mormon Women for Ethical Government, 
and the board of Idaho Children are Primary. Other 
accolades include the Orofino Rotary Club Teacher 
of the Year, Milken National Educator for Idaho, NEA 
Foundation Award for Teaching Excellence, Idaho 
Human Rights Educator of the Year, Meridian Teacher 
of the Year, and the Concordia Law School Leaders in 
Action Award.
 

The Idaho Humanities Council is pleased to announce that Cindy Wilson, Boise, and Dr. Kathy Aiken, Moscow, 
have received the 2022 Outstanding Achievement in the Humanities Award.  IHC’s highest honor is awarded 

annually to recognize a high achievement that fosters greater understanding or appreciation of the humanities. 

Each recipient was honored in a ceremony in their respective hometowns over the summer.

 

DR. KATHERINE AIKEN

Dr. Katherine G. Aiken is professor of history emerita 
at the University of Idaho where she also served as 
College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences Dean and 
Interim Provost and Executive Vice President.  She is 
being honored for her contributions to the field as well 
as her commitment to mentoring others throughout 
her career. She was a member of the State Department 
of Education Professional Standards Committee 
for six years; she is committed to K-12 curriculum 
development and has led numerous professional 
development workshops. Aiken was chair of the Idaho 
Humanities Council, served on the Council for seven 
years, and has been lead scholar for the Council’s 
Teacher Institute.  She served as a Latah County 
Historical Society board member and on the University 
of Idaho Library Advisory Board. She is currently a 
member of the Idaho Public Television Board and the 
Idaho Historic Sites Commission.
 
Aiken’s American history scholarly areas of interest 
include social and cultural history, labor history, 
women’s history, mining, and the environment. She is 
the author of four books and many articles dealing with 
those topics--often with an Idaho focus.  She enjoys 
making presentations on history topics around the state 
of Idaho and the Pacific Northwest. Aiken has also won 
numerous teaching awards which include the ASUI 
Outstanding Faculty Award, the University of Idaho 
Award for Teaching Excellence and has received the 
Alumni Award for Excellence five times. In addition, she 
was a leader in establishing the current University of 
Idaho General Education Core Curriculum that includes 
a Core Discovery program.

The Council has presented its award for “Outstanding Achievement in the Humanities” annually since 1986. 
For a full list of recipients over the years, please visit www.idahohumanities.org. 

CINDY WILSON

awards
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After years of waiting, the Smithsonian has successfully returned to Idaho!  Spark! Places of 
Innovation o�cially opened in Priest River in May. The kickoff event featured live music, food 
trucks, and guided tours. Over 20% of the town showed up to welcome the Smithsonian back 
to the state. The exhibit was the first to open in the United States during its inaugural tour, and 
Idaho is the only state West of the Mississippi to host the exhibit in 2023.

Prior to the opening, Carol Harsh, Director of the Museum on Main Street program, led an 
installation workshop for representatives from all six sites. Over two days, the group learned 
how to install the exhibit, explored the exhibit’s themes, and discussed potential funding and 
programming opportunities.

After a successful six-week visit, Spark! then traveled to Kellogg. The community welcomed the 
exhibit with a vendor fair and guided tours.  The exhibit will travel to Soda Springs, Twin Falls, and 
Nampa before concluding its visit in Marsing in 2024.  

Check the IHC website for more information and come see the Smithsonian when it’s near you!

Museum on Main Street 
Returns to Idaho

EXHIBIT DATES: 
Soda Springs   08/26/23 - 10/07/23

Twin Falls         10/14/23 - 11/25/23

Nampa               12/02/23 - 01/13/24

Marsing            01/20/24 - 03/02/24
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Now in its second year, the IHC program Human Ties: Conversations That Matter has been getting established 

across the state during our 50th Anniversary year. To date in 2023, we have partnered with community groups to 

host conversations in Rigby, Salmon, Lewiston, Priest River, Pocatello, and Coeur D’ Alene. Topics have ranged from 

leadership to how we define free speech.

Human Ties brings communities together to have respectful and civil conversations about challenging topics that 

are meaningful to Idahoans. The conversations will be centered around a humanities-based text and moderated by a 

trained facilitator.

Educators and community members are encouraged to apply to host a conversation or attend a conversation near you. 

Upcoming conversations in Sandpoint and Priest River will be held in October.

INTERESTED?
If you are interested in serving 

as a facilitator, IHC will also 

be hosting its second two-day 

training in Boise during January 

or February. Facilitators receive 

ongoing support from IHC staff 

as well as compensation for their 

work. 

INFO:
For more information about the 

program including a complete 

list of topics and facilitators, 

visit our website at www.

idahohumanities.org 

QUESTIONS: 
For questions, contact Program 

O�cer Johanna Bringhurst at 

johanna@idahohumanities.org.



21

In memory of Isabel Bond 
Ted and Darlene Dyer 

In memory of Kirk Starry 
Pam Starry 

In memory of Liz Horn 
Jody Mabe 

In memory of Keith Browning 
Ron McFarland 

In memory of Maureen Rathfon 
Barry Rathfon 

In memory of David Lachiondo 
Cheryl Gratton 

In memory of Bill Studebaker 
Bob and Denise Allred 
Rick and Rosemary Ardinger

In memory of Lee and Addie Taylor 
Kathleen Taylor 

In memory of Robert Sims 
Betty Sims 
Russ Tremayne

In memory of William H. Hielscher 
Kirk Baker 
Bob and Denise Allred

In memory of Jack and Phyllis Ward 
Jennifer Holley 

In memory of Charles Hummel 
Suzi Boyle and Michael Hummel 

In memory of Teddie Daley, longtime director of 
the Blaine County Historical Society 

Bob and April MacLeod 
In memory of The Honorable M. Oliver Koelsch 

D. Jane K. Houghton 
In memory of Peter Michael “Mike” Swendsen 

Matt and Debbie Woodard 
In memory of Charles McDevitt 

Yvonne Swanstrom 
In memory of Tom Bennick 

Rick and Rosemary Ardinger 
In memory of Gloria J. Hoopes 

Brenda Hoopes Daily 
In memory of Gerry House 

Pat Stafford House 

In memory of Dwayne Pettyjohn  
David Pettyjohn and Geoffrey Parks 

In memory of Leslie Einhaus  
Rick and Rosemary Ardinger 

In memory of Vickie J. Simmons  
Melinda Lindsay 

In memory of Mamie English  
Dan and Cory English 

In memory of Carol Schreiber  
Robert Schreiber 

In memory of Harvey and Violet Grasser  
Mary Beavert Jackson 

In memory of Laureen Belmont  
Judy and Steve Meyer 

In memory of Sally Shaver Lowell  
Dan Popkey 

In memory of Edith M. Stanger  
Kimberly Stanger Kvamme 

In memory of Jeff Harder  
Pam Harder 

In memory of Maria Hill 
Tuesday Luncheon Bridge Group  

 (Alice Kay, Vikki, Darlene, Mary,  
 Nancy, Theresa, Mariann, and   
 Charlene) 
In memory of Ken Pursley  

Elizabeth Pursley 
In memory of William H. Hielscher 

Kirk G. Baker 
In memory of C Lowrie 

M Minicucci 
In memory of Vickie J. Simmons 

Melinda Lindsey 
In memory of Richard Kochansky 

Jennifer James 
In memory of Virginia Zimmer  

Martin Zimmer 
In memory of Wayne Phillips  

Terry Haun
In memory of Hope and Stuart Evett

Jessica Evett
Josh Evett and Kristy Weyhrich

In honor of Alice Hennessey 
Marshall Priest III 

In honor of Barbara Emery at 98 
Mary Trail 

In honor of Shelley McEuen-Howard 
Karen Van Stone 

In honor of Judy Austin 
Patricia Young 

In honor of Jenny Emery Davidson 
Nancy Ann Keane 

In honor of Rick and Rosemary Ardinger 
Jennifer Holley 
Terry and Diana Gipson 

In honor of Dr. Maurice and Leslie Hornocker 
Keith Kiler and Gayle Valentine 

In honor of Dr. Monte and Helen Wilson 
Keith Kiler and Gayle Valentine 

In honor of D. Jeff Fox, Ph.D 
Regence Blue Shield of Idaho 

In honor of Chirpy Doyle 
Gandhi Holiday 
Jennifer Holley 

In honor of Murray Feldman 
Joe and Laurie Ryan 

In honor of Colleen Mahoney  
Jerry and Liz Chavez 

In honor of Ken and Ann Swanson  
Sandra Hansen  

In honor of Marcia Franklin (IPTV) 
Gene McVey 

In honor of Marilyn Shuler 
Mary Lou Kinney 
Kathy Yamamoto 

In honor of Cindy Wang and Jennifer Holley 
Kathy Aiken 

In honor of Dee Sinclair  
Thomas Pirc
Nerissa Armstrong

In honor of Russ Tremayne  
Nancy Ann Keane

IN MEMORIAM IN HONOR

Would you like to make a gift in honor of someone or in a loved one’s memory? You can give a tribute gift online or by returning the 

enclosed envelope. If you give monthly and would like to note a tribute gift, please e-mail Jessica Evett at jessica@idahohumanities.org.

IHC just moved to a new database system to keep track of our generous donors and supporters. To update your communication 

preferences or information associated with our mailings and/or donor recognition, please contact jessica@idahohumanities.org.

You can get more news, words 
of wisdom, and bright ideas with 
our monthly e-newsletter These 
Times. 

Subscribe today to These Times 
by scanning the QR code.  --->
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Many donors make multiple gifts 
throughout the year. Donors are listed 
at the level of their cumulative giving 
for the following term – gifts received 
between December 1st, 2022 and July 
31st, 2023. These donations support IHC 
statewide humanities programming. 

POET ($100,000)
This gift was made by the family 
of Robert & Klara Hansberger to 
commemorate their interest in and 
support of the Idaho Humanities Council

SCHOLAR ($2,500 + )
Bobbi Hansberger
Klara Hansberger
Regence Blue Shield of Idaho

HISTORIAN ($1,000 to $2,499)
Jane Ahrens 
Anonymous
William Appleton 
Rick and Rosemary Ardinger 
AJ and Susie Balukoff 
Bruce and Linda Cadwell
Bob and Andy Covington
Nick and Shannon Crawford 
Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph 
Bob and Andy Covington
Tom and Diane Dickinson 
Ford and Jean Elsaesser 
Don and Iris Hendrickson 
Margaret Johnson 
Jon and Nikole King 
Morris and Marla Krigbaum 
Carolyn M. Lanning 
Carol Lynn Macgregor
Andrea and Joseph Partington 
Marshall Priest III
G. Neil and Catherine F. Roberts
Sidney and Kathy Smith 

PHILOSOPHER ($500 to $999)
Anonymous (2)
Eve and Tom Chandler 
John Crawford
Melissa Lloyd Dodworth 
Gary Eller and Teri Devine 
Jenny Emery Davidson and Mark 
Davidson 
Murray and Nancy Feldman
Art and Nancy Flagan
Robert Freedman and Anne Cirillo 
Glenda and Mario Hernandez
Brent and Carol Lloyd
Ike Johnson and Nancy Emery
Wanda Jennings
Knox and Sue McMillan
Betsy and John McTear 
Gregg and Trish Mizuta 
JoAnn and K.V. Nelson 
Susan Parrish 
David Pettyjohn and Geoffrey Parks 
Ron Pisaneschi and Virginia Bennett 
Park and Sharon Price 
Elizabeth Pursley 
Tom and Pam Rybus 
Ken and Janet Sherman 
Jane and Craig Spencer 
Jennifer Stevens 
Nick and Carole Stokes 
Susan Swetnam 
Mac Test
Denise Thomson
Keith Kiler and Gayle Valentine
Lyle and Kathy Wendling 
Garry Wenske and Yvonne McCoy

ARCHAEOLOGIST ($250 to $499)
Fred and Sandy Ambrose 
Tamara Ansotegui 
Juanita Baltazor 
Art and Michelle Beale 
John and Alex Bieter 
Virginia Brunette 
Bob and Elaine Carpenter 
Vicki Chase 

Tom and Laurie Corrick 
Patricia Crockett
Virginia DeLong 
Julia DiGrazia
Tom and Linda Dixon 
Ted and Darlene Dyer 
J. Edward McEachern
Josh Evett and Kristy Weyrhich
Clark and Sydney Fidler 
Steven Fields 
Stephan and Mary Flores 
Allan and Fran Frost 
Chuck Guilford and Pam Peterson 
Sharon Hanson through the Idaho 
Women’s Charitable Foundation 
Kathleen Hardcastle 
Mary Lynn Hartwell 
Michael Hummel and Suzi Boyle 
Jacqueline Groves
Anne Marie and Harold Jones  
Virginia Kelly
Klene Family Giving Fund
Bonnie Krafchuk
Arthur and Annelies Kull 
Patti Lachiondo 
Robert and April MacLeod 
Bill Manny and Jennifer Matheson 
John A. McCrostie and J. David Navarro
Ray and Jane Morgan 
Christina Olson
Chuck Randolph 
Mary Lou Reed 
D. Nels and Joyce Reese 
Eileen Reid 
Rosemary Reinhardt
Kelly Richmond, Idaho Accounting 
Services
Linda and Dan Rickard
Ann Ritter 
Sylvia and Jim Robison 
Jeffrey L. and Jo-Anne Smith 
Don Soltman 
Joe and Deborah Stegner
Greg and Linda Teske 
Tom and Sue Thilo 
Harry and Barb Tumanjan 
Tim Weill 
Julie Weston through the Wood River 
Women’s Foundation Member’s 
Fund in the Idaho Community 
Foundation 
Matt and Debbie Woodard 
Tom Riggs and Georgia York 
James and Karen Young 
Patricia Young 
Stephanie Youngerman and Robert Jahn

LINGUIST ($100 to $249)
David Adler
Kathy Aiken 
Wayne & Carol Allen
Mary Ann Allison
Jeri St Clair and Robert Allen 
Bob and Denise Allred 
Amazon Smile 
Anonymous (2)
Scott Arnold and Maura Goddard 
David and Joanna Ashmore
Gail Baccheschi 
Bruce Ballenger and Karen Kelley 
Janice Batt
Thomas and Marilyn Beck 
Sandy and Linda Beebe 
Nancy Belknap 
Laureen and Larry Belmont 
Hope Benedict
Gaymon and Evelyn Bennett 
Nancy Benson 
Pamela Bernard 
Warren Bergholz
Jean Betebenner
Kenton Bird and Gerri Sayler 
Bruce and Susan Bistline 
Mary Boone
Bert Bowler and Susan Whaley 
Lisa Brady 
Chris and Lanie Bragg 
Don and Karen Burnett 
Richard and Kaye Caldwell 

Amy Canfield and Joel Mills 
Ann Carlson 
Steve Carr 
Carol Casler 
Deidre and Doug Chadderdon
Pat Chase 
Claire and Lennard Chin 
Gail and Chad Chumbley 
Trent Clark 
Pete and Audrey Cole 
Linda Copple Trout 
Gail Corlett-Trueba 
Shirley Crowe 
Nancy Dafoe 
Frank Darlington 
Melissa DeMotte
Thomas and Theresa Dial
Fran Dingel
Dale and Dennis Drew 
Garnette Edwards 
Mary F. Emery 
Dan and Cory English
Maria Essig
Karen Estes 
Philip and Helga Fast
Lauren Fins 
Andrew Finstuen
Joy and Buck Fitzpatrick 
Cheri Folkner
Henriette Folkner 
Jeff and Evin Fox 
Rodney Frey and Kristine Roby 
Wayne and Margaret Fuller 
Janet Gallimore and Bill Barron 
Sheila Gary
Forrest Geerken 
Susan and Paul Gibson 
Julie Gibbs
Carl and Sally Gidlund
Kathy Giesa Montgomery 
David Giles 
Terry and Diana Gipson 
Jerry Glenn 
Sandra Go�net
Linda Gossett 
Kim and Karen Gowland 
Catherine Gray 
Roger G. Grigg and Kathy Baker-Grigg
Charlotte Gunn 
Mary dee Gutierrez 
Dean and Cindy Haagenson 
Sandra Hansen
Pam Harder
Kay Hardy and Gregory Kaslo
Helen Harrington 
Jeannie Harvey
Ron and Linda Hatzenbuehler 
Anne and Alan Hausrath 
Patricia Hazard
Michael and Irene Healy 
Tom and Roberta Heinrich 
Alice Hennessey 
Bob and Lois Hibbs 
Maria Hill 
David Hill
Cameron and Marilyn Hinman 
Mark and Lynn Ho�und 
Jennifer Holley
Brenda Hoopes Daily 
Suzan Houtz Belzer
Sharon Hubler 
Dan and Gail Hunt 
Jim and Lorna Irwin 
Ron James and Lili Zou 
Cynthia Carr Jenkins 
Norman and Gail Jensen 
Elwyn and Dixie Johnson 
Jan Johnson 
John and Betty Johnson 
Richard Johnson and Mary Callan 
Rochelle Johnson
Ellen Kittell
John and Diane Peavey 
Steven and Linda Kahn 
Chris and Marie Kantarian 
Susan Kelley-Harbke 
Marcia Kent 
Dulce and Tonda Kersting-Lark 
Joanne Klein 

Karen Kline
Richard Kochansky and Jennifer James 
Richard Kohles 
Kristi Kolln
Peter Kozisek and Julia Robinson 
Kara and Bill Kral
Allyn McCain Krueger 
Mark and Susie Kubiak 
Skip Kuck 
Margaret and Karl Kurtz
Meggan Laxalt and Dennis Mackey 
Gail LeBow 
Larry and Lucy Lepinski 
Amy Lientz
Don and Cec Lojek
Helen Lojek 
Dave and Judy Lombardi
Gary Luke 
Grace and Clark Lusk
Kristina Lysne 
Jim and Sharon Manning 
Georgia Marshall 
John Matthew and Judy McKay 
Steve and Debi Maughan 
Laurie and Lon McCurdy 
Kjel and Shelley McEuen-Howard 
Ron McFarland
Josh McKenna
Ken and Amy Mecham 
Steve and Judy Meyer 
Dave and Sheila Mills 
Rebecca Mills and Jeff Kuhns 
Susan Mills
Don Mitchell 
Louisa Moats 
Connie and Terry Montanye 
Clay and Barbara Morgan 
Caroline Morris 
Charles and Janet Mosier 
Bill and Sue Myers 
Sarah Nelson and Tim Gresbeck 
Mary Ann Newcomer
John R and Katherine J Nice 
Charlie and Susan Nipp 
Beret Norman and Seth Thomas 
Susan Norton 
Ashely and Aaron Notestine 
Sisti and Rory O’Connor 
Susana Ossandon
Judith Owens
Arlene Oyer 
Tom and Molly Page  
Alan and Wendy Pesky
Keith Petersen and Mary Reed 
Richard Peterson 
Sara and Cameron Phillips 
Jeffrey Pinkham
Suzanne Polle 
Dan Popkey 
Picabo Livestock 
Tim and Wanda Quinn 
Peter and Marjorie Reedy 
Bruce Reichert 
Jodi Reynolds 
Chris and Petra Riggs 
Ed and Sheila Robertson 
Shauna and Zeke Robinson 
Ken and Betty Rodgers 
Joan Rogosch 
Rhonda Rohe
Susan Rope 
Peggy Ann Rupp 
Robert and Marian Rust 
John and Jeri Sahlin 
Donnel Schmidt 
Mary and Jim Schmidt 
Robert and Carol Schreiber 
Tom and Sue Seifert 
Judge John R. and Sher R. Sellman 
Michael and Deborah Sexton 
Melinda Schab
Neil and Deborah Schafer
Donald Shaff
Gary and Dorothy Shue 
Elizabeth Sims
Rick and Carole Skinner 
Betty and Steve Slifer 
Wally Smith and Mary Clagett Smith 
Dorothy Ann Snowball 
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Susan Spafford 
Mark and Donna Jacobs Stambaugh 
Norman C. Steadman 
Stephan, Kvanvig, Stone & Trainor 
Zoe Strite 
Stacy Susan
Michel and Becky Swartz 
Fay and Wayne Sweney
Nancy and Chuck Tacke
Kathleen Taylor 
Wayne and Peggy Thiessen 
Catherine E Tinder 
Michael and Sue Tomlin 
Ed and Judy Torgerson 
Mary Trail
Russ Tremayne and Denyee Matthews
Jim and Iran Trenkel
Jeff and Karan Tucker 
John and Jeanette Ullery 
Shirley Van Zandt 
Velma Vance
Alan and Sheryl Vaterlaus 
Thomas and Jeanette Von Alten 
Dennis S. Voorhees 
Cindy Wang 
Fritz and Janet Ward 
Connie Weaver 
Kenneth and Paula Weitemier 
Steve West
Henry Whiting 
Ronald and Connie Whitney 
E�e Wildman
Margie Wise
Sheila and Robert Wood 
Jim and Cyndie Woods 
Kristine Wold
Teresa Yata
Rosemary Yocum 

ARCHIVIST ($50 - $99)
Robyn Achilles
Jan Alden 
Matthew Allen
Virginia Allen
Anonymous (11)
Robert Ancker and Rebecca White 
Toni Ansotegui 
Hamlat and Anthes Family 
Nerissa Armstrong 
Margaret Scott Arnhart 
Fran Bahr 
Dennis and Lynn Baird 
David Barber 
Warren and Kristen Barrash
Chris and Sue Baughn 
Maxine and Jack Bell
Bruce Belzer
Ken and Diana Benedick
Paula Benson
Marilyn Bischoff 
Christine Bishop 
Bill and Elaine Blitman 
Jan Boles 
Glida and Glenn Bothwell 
Carolyn Bowler 
Bruce Bradberry and Susan Mecum 
Janice Brackett
Maura Brantley 
Mary Jo Brooks 
Linda Budolfson
Mike Burkett 
Robert C. Carriker 
Rebecca Casper 
Jean Chantrill
Liz Chavez
Chad Church
Stephanie Cole
Philip and Phyllis Conran 
Patti Knudsen Copple
Lyn Creswell 
Donavon Craner
James Dalton 
Jay Darrington
Holly Dasher
Pamela Danielson 
Kathy Deinhardt Hill 
Carol Delaney
Kevin Dennis 
Tom and Gail Dial 

Julia DiGrazia 
Sarah Droegemueller 
William Dryden
Dry Creek Historical Society 
Carolyn and Charles Eiriksson 
Terry Engebretsen 
Mary Lou Ennis 
Anthony Edmondson
Ellen Exton
Ethel Farnsworth 
Berneeta Forstner
Jim Francis and Karen Leibert 
Yoshiko Fujita and George Redden 
Perri Gardner
Jim and Barbara Gentry 
Kristen Glenn
Rod and Julie Gramer 
Cheryl Gratton 
Lorraine Gross
Edna C. Groves
Dean Hagerman 
Troy Hamilton
Hamlat and Anthes Family
Craig Harline 
Larry and Barbara Harrison 
Clay Hatfield 
Terry and Lyn Haun 
Teena Hill 
Butch Hjelm
Ernie and Carol Hoidal 
Chuck and Kathy Hosack
Mary Jackson
Laron Johnson
Dick Jensen 
Bill and Cheryl Johnson 
Daniel and Carmelyn Johnson 
Kyle Johnson 
Josephine Jones
Linda Jovanovich
Steve Koehler
Gregory Kostur
John and Carol Cronin Kriz 
Kroger 
Marge and Ed Kuchynka
Zach Lambson 
James Langan
Brigid Lawrence 
Melinda Lindsey 
Amy Linville 
Randy and Liz Lyons 
Andrew Lunt
Jody Mabe 
Paula and Gene Marano 
Joan Mattern
Michael May
Alberta Mayo 
Linda Mazzu
Laura and Kevin McCarthy 
Jason McGrath 
Gwynne McElhinney
Dale and Connie Merrell 
Tom Michael and Katherine Shaughnessy 
Paul and JoAnne Michaels 
Kimberly Michelle
Linda Milam 
Patty Miller 
Susanne Miller 
Briane Mitchell and Mary Kimmel
Tiffany Moe
Monastery of St. Gertrude
Gayle L. Moore 
Robert Morris
George and Sharon Moses 
Karen Moss
Phillip and Anita Murelaga
Dave and Diane Myklegard 
Network for Good
Sally Neil
Birgid Niedenzu 
Mary Noble 
Vera Noyce 
Dayle Ohlau 
Mark Olsen
John Ottenhoff 
Rockford W. Owens 
Michael and Cathryn Pankau
Del Parkinson 
Donna and Lew Pence 
Carl and Sigrid Perrin 

Alison Perry 
Lynelle Perry
Dennis and Sharen Peterson 
Lise Pinkham
Thomas Pirc 
Park Price
Camile Rains
Lacey Rammell-O’Brien
Ormond Rankin
Dr. Barry Rathfon
Larry and Judy Ripley 
Mike and Sharon Ripley 
Bruce Robbins and Maggie Chase 
Monica Robinson
Gary and Jo Ann Rose 
Ilene Rounsefell 
Joe and Laurie Ryan 
Addie Saltarelli
Sheila Saunders
Margaret Sabin
Sue Schaper 
Rebecca Scofield
Patricia Lyn Scott
Rachel Schuldt 
Jerry and Ann Shively 
J. Lea Smith
Bob and Angel Sobotta
Randall G. Sorensen 
Kirk and Pam Starry 
Kay and Brent Stauff 
Tizz Strachan 
Cheryl Stransky
Kathleen Sutherland and Philippe Masser 
Yvonne Swanstrom 
Kate Thompson
John Thomsen 
Tiffany Toston-Lopez
Lin Tull Cannell 
Sue Uranga 
Robert Vestal and Jyl Hoyt 
Sue and Bruce Vogelsinger 
Mary Ellen and Stan Voshell 
Susan and Deck Waters 
Bill and Betty Weida 
Linda Werner 
Rod and Karen Wiens 
Royce Williams
Philip and Rebecca Winston 
Janet Wood 
Carl Van Slyke
Kathy Yamamoto 
Elizabeth Ysursa
Nadine York 
Edward and Cheryl Zaladonis 
Tony and Jane Zornik

WRITER (Up to $49)
Jeanne Alban 
Randy Ammon 
Roy and Kathie Anderson
Anonymous (4) 
James Armstrong 
Kathryn Arneson
Douglas Baalson
Kirk Baker 
Warren Bean
Frederick Belzer and Theresa Kaufmann 
Michael and Sharon Bixby 
Marsha Bjornn 
Mary Lee Blackford 
Donna and Roger Boe 
Elizabeth Bridges
Nancy Brown 
Danny and Elaine Bryant 
Max and Darlene Burke 
Evelyn Cates 
Kerry Cooke
Deborah Cordes 
Ann and Joe Delmastro 
Mary DeWalt 
Linda DeWitt
Ivy Dickinson
Cathy Dubish 
Doug Exton 
Friends of the Centennial Library 
Sally Ferguson
Judith Gaarder 
Helen J. Gebhardt
Mary and Bob Gehrke 

Todd and Lynn Giesler 
Elaine and Charles Gill 
Dorothy Gray 
Sharlene Green 
Patricia Gunderson 
Hagerman Valley Historical Society 
Douglas and Rebecca Harro 
HannaLore Hein 
JoAnn Hertz 
Tom Bacon and Judith Horton 
D. Jane K. Houghton
Pat Stafford House 
D. Gary Hunter 
Nikki Hyer 
Joe and Lorie Icenhower 
Nancy Ann Keane
Jamie Keller-Mann 
Jamie Kelley 
Gwen and Earl Kimball 
Mary Lou and Dick Kinney
Grove and Maggie Koger 
Shelley Kuther 
Nancy Larsen
Annamarie Lavieri 
Rya Levy
Joni Lueck 
Judith Marineau 
Ron and Cay Marquart 
Howard Martinson 
Len and Daralyn Mattei 
Ann McClanahan
Teresa McColly
Kendal and Tina McDevitt 
Rainey and Dwayne McMahan
Jack and Peggy McMahon 
Gene McVey 
Lisa Morris
Jan Moseley 
Christine Nedrow
Hayley Noble
Dennis O’Brien
Linda Rose O’Connor 
James and Benita Odenkirk 
Barbara Olic-Hamilton 
Bruce and Janet Oliver
Rich and Sandy Ostrogorsky 
Pat Packer 
Toni Price 
Bill and Dee Proser 
Suzanne Radeke 
Patricia Rathmann
Nancy and Tom Renk 
Alexis Rippel 
Maria Salazar 
Margaret Schiff 
Alice Scott
Debra and Shain Schlechte 
Senior Activity Center 
Carolyn Sherman 
Mary Spinner
Fran Sprague 
Walt and Mary Thode
Denney Twitchell 
Bud and Karen Van Stone 
Carolyn White 
Audrey C Williams 
Martha Williams 
Gretchen Wissner
Barbara Young

DONORS WHO GIVE MONTHLY 

Tamara Ansotegui

Rick and Rosemary Ardinger

Tom Bacon and Judith Horton

Gail and Chad Chumbley

David Pettyjohn and Geoffrey Parks

Ron Pisaneschi and Virginia Bennett

Ronald and Connie Whitney

Christina Olson

Dulce Kersting-Lark
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Reader: Monique Michel (she, her, hers) 

Occupation and Place: Director and owner, 

the Ballet Folklorico Mexico Lindo dance 

company, and dance studio owner of Alma 

Folklorica, both located in Boise. 

Book: Crying in the Bathroom: A Memoir 

(2022) by Erika Sanchez. 

From the book, “From the New York Times bestselling author of I 

Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, an utterly original memoir-

in-essays that is as deeply moving as it is disarmingly funny.” If 

you’ve read or heard of Sanchez’s first book, you’ll appreciate this 

one as well. Her style of writing invites you in and makes you take 

notice. 

As a first-generation Mexican American, I found this book so 

comforting. As the daughter of immigrants, I’ve long struggled 

with my identity: Am I from here? Or there? Or can I be both, and 

be proud of them both at the same time, without fully pledging 

allegiance to either of them? Would my choices and actions 

In each issue of Idaho Humanities, a couple of readers tell us what they’ve been reading and what they recommend.
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growing up be seen as less than? Or as compensation in spite of? Did I/

do I suffer from Imposter Syndrome?

These are some of the questions I live with day in and day out. Reading 

this book felt like talking with a friend from the barrio, the neighborhood, 

who really “saw me”. Or as we say, “they got me”. I enjoyed reading the 

stories and essays on Sanchez’s travels and tribulations growing up, 

and how she handled them while struggling to find her own authentic 

voice as an adult. The book is both hilarious and painful. It is honest and 

raw and evoked emotions that made me cheer out loud, fold the pages, 

highlight passages, and write down quotes that inspired me. 

The book is like talking to an old friend who is barely/finally discovering 

themselves, and they want to tell you all about it. You’ll want to keep 

the tissue handy because it’ll definitely give you pause to think about 

your own experiences. Maybe you’ll recognize yourself in these stories.  

Maybe you’ll learn something new. Either way, you won’t soon forget 

how sometimes a good cry can be so cleansing for the soul; as it the 

source for joy and pain alike. Transitions are challenging, but oh, how 

they can also be so healing.

WHAT ARE YOU READING?
What Are You Reading has been a feature of our print newsletter for many years. For IHC’s 50th 
Anniversary, we want to know what our supporters and community surrounding the humanities are 
reading in 2023. You can send your own What Are You Reading to jessica@idahohumanities.org or 
to 1020 West Main Street, Boise, ID 83705 by Oct. 31st to get included in our year-end community-
sourced book review. We’ll include a few for our next print edition of the newsletter as well as a 
special page on our website. We’ll also include your review in a special time capsule in our basement 
to be unsealed in 2083 for IHC’s Centennial!  Include your name, occupation and place, and a 
headshot in addition to your book review.
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